
Oscar floor lamp, 
202cm high by Miminat 
Shodeinde, £13,800
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What does Miminat Designs do?
I design furniture, lighting and 
sculptural objects, as well as interior 
spaces. With my sculptural design 
pieces I aim to break down the 
relationship between form and 
function, allowing art and design  
to intersect. My work dovetails an 
artistic aesthetic with architectural 
discipline and the spaces I create 
embody a relaxed elegance.

Do you prefer working on 
furniture pieces or interior 
designs? That’s a tough one, but if  
I had to pick I would say furniture 
– there’s more freedom in terms of 
creativity and I love breaking down 
and deconstructing forms. It's more 
sculptural for me, I’m all about 
capturing movement and designing 
furniture from scratch really allows 
me to use all of my artistic skills. 

Does being an interior designer 
give you a di!erent perspective 
when making furniture?
Furniture making needs time, detail 
and most importantly the right 
artisans to bring your ideas to life. 
Craftsmanship is the be-all and 
end-all because you can design 
something that is beautiful, but if  
it is not brought to life in the right 
way and by the right hands, it just 
won't work. I'm so passionate about 
craftsmanship and supporting local 
artisans, there would be no me 
without them. It informs all of the 
projects I work on. The majority of 

Q&A...
Mimi Shodeinde
Artist and designer Miminat Shodeinde blends the 
complementary and the contradictory to create  
unique objects and smart contemporary interiors

the works in the properties I design 
are bespoke, so I'm heavily reliant 
on working with skilled artisans.

Is sustainability important to 
you? If the things people see and 
use every day are designed and 
created in a sustainable way, it 
can lead people to more easily 
embrace and progress towards 
a sustainable future that's in the 
best interest of everybody.

What change would you like 
to see in the design world?
I would love to see the industry 
move away from stu!y, overly  
luxe interiors (no more ‘cushion 
chopping’ interiors). I also hope  
we see a greater move towards 
sustainable materials and that 
design becomes more in touch 
with nature and the outdoors. 

What makes you stand out?  
I bring fresh eyes and a fresh 
attitude. I'm not formally trained 
and I haven't worked for anyone 
else in the industry, so everything  
is just me and a reflection of my 
interpretation of the world as I  
see it, and as guided by the needs  
of a particular project

What’s next for Miminat Designs? 
I would love to work on more 
hospitality and commercial projects, 
and I want to leave the world a more 
beautiful place than I found it. 
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“I TRY TO CAPTURE THE 
POETRY OF MOVEMENT”
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